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Commentary 


By 


Doug 
Buffone 


Bears will be ina 
position to win next year 


What got the Giants into the Super Bowl this year and 
made them the favorites to win the world championship 
are the same things any team needs to win in the Nation- 
al Football League. 

Those things are a strong defense, running game and 
quarterback. The Bears have the best defense and run- 
ning game in the league. All they need to do is stabilize 
the quarterback situation and they'll be fine. 


A lot of people have gotten on the Bears and criticized 
them for losing to the Redskins. But you can’t find any 
fault in the Bears organization. People have criticized 
Mike Ditka, and that’s just crazy. When a team is under 
.500 or so, you can question a coach. But Ditka has led 
the Bears to only three losses in two regular seasons. 

All you want to do is to be in a position to win. And the 
Bears have done that. Then you let the cards fall where 
they may. 

This year all the cards have come up on the Giants side. 
Their defense is playing in the playoffs the way the Bears’ 
defense did last year. New York’s running game is solid, 
and Phil Simms fits in so well with the team that the Gi- 
ants have to be favored for the Super Bowl. 

The Broncos have the defense and quarterback, but 


they’re missing a running game. That puts a lot of pres- 
sure on John Elway, and if the Giants can contain him Den- 
ver will have a long day. 

Elway can make the big play. So what New York will 
need to do is take that away from him and contain his run- 
ning ability in third down situations. The Giants probably 
will play Elway the same way they played Washington's 
Jay Schroeder. That'll be the key to the game. 

Also look for the Giants on defense to key on third down 
situations. The Redskins failed to convert a third-down sit- 
uation for a first down against New York. That kind of 
dominance on defense will win a lot of games. 

Looking at how the two teams match up, the Giants are 
stronger all over. They’re playing great and things are go- 
ing their way. Look at the possible touchdown passes that 
were dropped against them by San Francisco and 
Washington. When a team plays well, those things go their 
way. That’s been true of the Giants this year. 

It would have been great to see a Giants-Bears match- 
up in the playoffs, but that'll have to wait untill next year. 
People don’t realize how hard it is to win a championship 
in the NFL. What the Bears have done over the last three 
years is phenomenal. And they'll be ina position to play 
for the championship again next year. 


One of the standouts on the Giants’ strong defense is linebacker Cari Banks. So far in the playoffs New York has allowed 


just three points to be scored against it. 
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Next year starts early for Bears 


By Michael Polzin 
Managing Editor. 


Like 25 other teams in the National Football League, 
the Bears right now find themselves planning ahead for 
next year. : 7 

No one thought Chicago would be doing that so early, 
but it’s what the coaching staff has to do — figure out how 
to get the Bears back to the top of the league, instead of 
being another also-ran. 

The Bears certainly don’t need an entire rebuilding of 
the organization. Head coach Mike Ditka likes what he has 
to work with already. ‘‘l’m completely optimistic,” he says. 
“We have some very good personnel. We have some per- 
sonnel who will get a lot better. We'll be back.” 


This past season was the toughest kind of year any team 


has to go through. The Bears had to do what was next 
to impossible — have another season just like 1985. No 
one would settle for anything less. 

“It was more of a challenge this year than it was a year 
ago,” Ditka said. “And | think the players and coaching 
staff met the challenge. To try to keep a team every week 
on edge and go 14-2 is unbelievable. And these guys did 
it. We just stumbled at the wrong time. You only have to 
stumble once to get knocked out of this thing. We stum- 
bled against a very good football team.” 

Ditka believes one of the reasons the Bears didn’t repeat 
their 1985 season is because the team didn’t have as 
much fun this year. ‘It became a little strained at times,” 
he said. ‘‘And that |-don’t like. There were times when 
there was too much analyzing of my decisions instead of 
sitting back and enjoying it.’’ 

Ditka wants to clear the air 

One of the first things Ditka did after the season was 
over was sit down and talk with some players before they 
left for the off-season to find out what they think about their 
position with the organization. 

“| think it’s very important that people are happy where 
they're at,” Ditka said. ‘‘I’d like to clear the air one-on- 
one with a few people and find out where they stand with 
their thoughts. It’s no major thing. | just think it’s impor- 
tant to communicate with people.” 

The first person who comes to mind is quarterback Jim 

> McMahon. Though McMahon often criticizes the Bears or- 
ganization in the media, Ditka said McMahon doesn’t ex- 
press any unhappiness about his position when he talks 
with Ditka. And the Bears have no plans to trade McMa- 
hon or replace him in training camp with another quar- 
terback. 

Ditka said he would have both Doug Flutie and Mike 
Tomezak work with regimented programs in the off- 
season, but he’s not discounting Steve Fuller or McMa- 
hon at all. “If Jim is healthy | think talent will speak for 
itself,” he said. 

“| want to do some things with Doug and Mike. | want 
to get them in a situation where they work on the same 
things every day — that’s reading, dropping, planting their 
feet and throwing. I’m gonna have them throw to spots 
and try to read defenses a little better. It’s very important 
that we develop those two right now because they’re 
young.” 

Bears might draft another quarterback 

Though he already has four quarterbacks Ditka said he 
wouldn’t count out the possibility of the Bears drafting 
another one this year. But it would be unlikely that the 
Bears would draft one in the first round. 

Ditka would rather improve his depth at linebacker and 
in the trenches. ‘‘We need another young offensive and 
defensive lineman,’ he said. ‘‘At linebacker we need some 
depth. I’m very happy with Ron Rivera and Al Harris, but 
we need some depth. There’s got to be more competition 
at that position.” 

Ditka also wants more competition at placekicker. ‘I 
don’t think Kevin Butler can be beat out, but competition 
never hurt anybody,”’ he said. 

Count on Walter Payton and Gary Fencik to be around 
for at least another year. Ditka isn’t convinced getting 
younger at Fencik’s position is necessarily a good thing. 
And Payton can still contribute a lot to the Bears, though 
they have two young backs that need playing time. 

“Walter is still something special,” Ditka said. ‘| know 
we have two young kids who we have to get in the game 
a little more. | just don’t know how we’re going to do that 
unless we change formations.” 

It’s a good bet Bear fans might see a different forma- 
tion next year. Expanding the offense is one of Ditka’s top 
priorities for the off-season. 

“| really want to take a look at the offense and see if 
we can broaden out some things,” Ditka said. ‘We got 
away from doing some things we did earlier in the year 
after some injuries, And | think it’s important that you keep 
broadening out your offense. If you get too basic you’re 
going to have some problems.” 

The Bears found that out in the playoffs when they sim- 


Br. 
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In this year’s college draft Bears coach Mike Ditka will look for offensive and defensive linemen to add some depth on 


the team. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


plified things for Flutie so he wouldn’t have to learn so 
much. ; 
Ortego, Frazier will have surgery 

The only players who will need surgery in the off-season 
are Keith Ortego-and Leslie Frazier, who needs addition- 
al surgery on his knee. 

“It's gonna be tough on Les,”’ Ditka said. ‘He doesn’t 
have full movement in the knee yet.” 

Ditka said doctors told him Frazier would have to have 


- the surgery performed by the first or second week in Febru- 


ary for him to be able to return in time for training camp 
in July. 
Ortego was bothered the last few months by a bad 


shoulder, and Ditka said he probably will have surgery 
done similar to what McMahon had done on his shoulder. 

Jim Covert, who was bothered most of the season by 
a hyperextended elbow, will not have surgery on it. Ditka 
said it should heal with rest. 

Dennis McKinnon,.who missed the 1986 season after 
having surgery on his knee, is progressing on schedule. 
Ditka said McKinnon hasn’t started running yet, but will 
soon. After he starts running the Bears should know more 
about his status. 

The career of Andy Frederick, who missed the entire 
1986 regular season with an arthritic toe, probably is over. 
Frederick is expected to retire before next season begins. 
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our Dinner Guests 
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Beef? 
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SEASON'S GREETINGS-1986 U~ 
Take care of your lungs. 
They're only human. 


SUPPORT CHRISTMAS SEALS. 


RUSSELL’S 
BARBECUE 


Russell's Family Restaurant 
Since 1930 
Open 7 Days a Week 
Famous For Old Fashioned Barbeque 
Style *Beef Sandwiches *Pork Sand- 
wiches @Ribs & Chicken - Cocktails - 
Carryouts 


“Ss 
Since 1919, beef lovers have 
made “Barneys” their choice 
for the bestin steaks and 

Prime rib. 


Other favorites include live 
Maine lobster and charcoal 
broiled ribs. 
Free valet parking 
Call 312-372-6466 ~ 
for reservations: 


312-259-5710 
2885 Algonquin Rd, 
ROLLING MEADOWS, ILLINOIS 
Ya Mile East of Rt. 53 
North Ave, and Thatcher Rd. 
ELMWOOD PARK, ILLINOIS 
312-453-7065 


market club 


741 W. Randolph St. 
CHIGAGO, ILLINOIS 


425 W, Roosevelt Rd. 
GLEN ELLYN, ILLINOIS 
312-790-2211 


Bus Service to major 


Take a look at our New Menu 
with 100 different dishes! 


Fajitas, Chiles Rellenos, Ribs, Carne Asada, 


Milanesa, Arroz con Pollo, Jumbo Shrimps 
Pescado Veracruz... Try our newest Creations 


with Hot and Spicy Pasta prepared with 
the special south of the border flavor... 


Use the coupon below and give us a visit. 


Restaurants 


Cocktails and Entertainment 


Serving Lunch Chicago Schaumburg Morton Grove 
Dinneraria RushandDelaware © On algonquin Rd. —_W. of Edens X-Way 
rani 868 N. Wabash Just West of RL.53 6319 Dempster 
Late Dining 751-3434 397-7200 966-5037 


ees CO Ul © Ni pee 


Free 


One complimentary Entreé when one or more 
Entrees of equal or grater value are purchased 
One coupon per table only, Not valid in conjunc- 
tion with any other promotion 


Offer good thru February 28, 1987 
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d to do 


The Bears can’t afford to get rid of Jim McMahon now or let William Perry’s weight become a continuing problem. (Bear Report photos by Steve Woltmann) 


What is weirder? The Super Bowl with the Bears or the 
Super Bowl without them? 


“We'll be back,” said coach Douglas MacArthur Ditka. 


“They play Super Bowls every year.” 

They make great teams every year, too, it seems. Which 
one is greater than the rest? With the 80s rapidly running 
out, there still is no team of the decade. 

There is still time for the Bears to stake a claim. Their 
oldest starters last year were Walter Payton, Gary Fencik 
and Emery Moorehead, all age 32 and still able to con- 
tribute. 

They are still needed, Ditka said. 

So what do the Bears have to do to get back to the Su- 
per Bowl? Not much more than what they have done for 
two years. Losing to the Washington Redskins doesn't ex- 
actly represent a total disintegration of the organization. 

Here is a team that was 14-2 on the heels of 15-1. No- 
body else had ever accomplished that, not even with their 
quarterback intact. 

So here is a list of things the Bears plan to do, will do 
or should do to maintain excellence: 

Don’t get rid of Jim McMahon. Although he can be a 
pain in the shoulder and other body parts, he is as good 
a quarterback as can be found at the moment, unless the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers are interested in letting the Bears 
have Vinny Testaverde. That is not entirely farfetched, 
even though it would be entirely stupid. The Bucs gave 
the Bears Dan Hampton and Willie Gault through trades, 
you know. 

McMahon, of course, is untradable considering he has 
only one arm. Not even the Indianapolis Colts are that 
dumb. Now, if it was his left arm... . 

eDon’t take Steve Young off the Buccaneers’ hands. 
If the Bucs draft Testaverde, they won’t want Young. The 
Bears don’t need him, either. One quarterback from 
Brigham Young at a time is enough. 

Draft a quarterback on their own. The Bears don’t need 
to make a quarterback their No. 1 priority in April, but they 
should make one their No. 2 or No. 3 priority. 

“There are some good ones,” said personnel director 
Bill Tobin. 

eDon’t say Doug Flutie is the quarterback and McMa- 
hon has to beat him out. Mike Tomezak might take offense. 


Draft another defensive lineman. Without a strong front 
four, the Bears’ defensive scheme isn’t nearly so effective. 

William ‘The Refrigerator’ Perry has shown few indi- 
cations of wanting to last much beyond the lifetime of an 
average appliance warranty. 

eDon't let Perry turn his weight into a continuing 
travesty. Don’t fine him. Don't threaten him. Don’t beg him. 
Bench him. Or trade him. Or fire him. 


Don 
; Pierson 


Don’t worry about the 30 radio or TV shows featuring 
various Bear players, coaches, wives, third-string quar- 
terbacks and second cousins. 

They don’t help the Bears win and they don’t keep them 
from winning. Besides, there won't be 30 radio and TV 
shows to worry about next year. 

eGet more receivers. If Dennis McKinnon returns, great. 
Draft another one anyway. 

Give Dennis Gentry a full training camp and full shot 
at the job. Hope Keith Ortego’s shoulder mends. Un- 
beknownst to most, Ortego was playing with the help of 
a harness by the end of the season. His shoulder ailment 
was less publicized than others. 

Figure out a way to get Neal Anderson and Thomas 
Sanders into the game more. This is a touchy situation 
that will become more touchy, Payton, the greatest run- 


ning back ever, probably will come to camp next summer 
in better shape than either Anderson or Sanders. This will 
not be a reflection on either Anderson or Sanders; it will 
only be continued testimony to the determination of Pay- 
ton, who remains a great back even if he has lost a step. 

Provide Ditka with all the advice and sympathy he will 
need to deal with how to get Anderson and Sanders more 
playing time. 3 

eMake shoulder injuries, fumbles, interceptions and 
penalties illegal and unwelcome. 

eLet McMahon, Flutie and Tomezak all play in the 
preseason and remember these words: ‘‘I’d say we have 
a lot of candidates for No. 1,” Ditka said. But he admit- 
ted: “My goodness, if Jim is healthy, talent will speak on 
its own and there won’t be any problems.” 

Payton finished his season with the memory of un- 
characteristic fumbles in his last few games. 

“Walter is still something special,” Ditka said. “We all 
have things that happen in life that are unpleasant.” 

Ditka said he will talk to Payton about his future role. 

“To be most effective, I'd have to give him the ball a 
certain number of times and I'd like to stil! be in position 
to replace him and keep him fresh. I just know when we 
go to camp next summer, he'll be in the best shape of any- 
body,”’ Ditka said. 

Fencik’s future has been a question since the return of 
safety Todd Bell, who played sparingly this year. 

Ditka said he expects Fencik to return. 

“1 think we need him. | hear people say he’s getting 
older, but | don't see that. | see him play very, very well. 
If we're getting younger and getting better, it’s a good idea, 
but not if we're just getting younger,”’ Ditka said. 

Fencik has no intention of retiring. 

“1 would just hate to leave my career with that game 
as my last memory,” he said. 

Ditka said that maintaining a competitive edge every 
week since an early training camp and trip to London 
through a 14-2 regular season is “unbelievable. And these 
guys did it. They wouldn't let up.” 

Ditka conceded: ‘“‘Maybe we are tired mentally. Maybe 
we all are.” 

Then he provided evidence of fatigue by thanking the 
media for ‘‘all the good stories during the year.” 


Buffone 
announces 
new Bears 
Fan Club 


With the 1986 season over with, Mike Ditka and the- 


Bears are already preparing for the 1987 season. And now 
also is the time for Chicago Bears fans to prepare for next 
year. 

To help do that former Bears great Doug Buffone has 
announced the formation of the official Chicago Bears Fan 
Club. 

“It’s time to rally behind the Bears and thank them for 
the season. And this club is the way to do it,’ Buffone said. 
“The timing of the formation of the club is great because 
now is when all the Bear fans around the country will want 
to get behind their team to get them started on the right 
foot for next year.’” 

The club is endorsed by the NFL and the Chicago Bears. 
Buffone was chosen as the club’s national president and 
is supported by a board of directors that includes Dick But- 
kus, Phil Collins, Charles A. Comiskey, Chet Coppock, Ray 
Meyer, Brent Musburger, Wally Phillips and Gale Sayers. 

Buffone said the club will provide Bear fans with the ul- 
timate outlet for fan expression and appreciation. “‘We 
want our club members to rally around the Bears and get 
them ready for 1987,” Buffone said. ‘This is the thing that 
all Chicago Bear fans will want to get involved in. Besides 
all the great things they get just for joining, club members 
will have the chance to join in a number of club activities 
during the next season. And the club will also give Bear 
fans the prestige and honor they’ve deserved for so long.” 

For the $9.95 lifetime membership fans will receive a 

_ full-color membership card, a personalized 8¥2 x 11 mem- 
~ ber certificate suitable for framing, an exclusive fine pew- 
ter Bears Fan Club lapel pin, a plastic member key fob, 
a Bears Fan Club bumper sticker, a 22-inch Fan Club but- 
ton, a.club mini-pennant, recognition on special Fan Club 


Days* and ‘many-member only pluses throughout the © 


season. 

Charter membership status is being offered to every- 
one who joins the club through the end of February. 

“We wanted a way to recognize the fans’ long-standing 
commitment to the Bears,’’ Buffone said. ‘‘Now fans 
across the country can show their loyalty to the Bears and 
help cheer them on to another World Championship.” 

Membership applications are available by writing to 
Chicago Bears’Fan Club, P.O. Box 9100, Oak Brook, IL, 
60522. 

Only members of the club will be able to participate in 
the many exclusive benefits in the months to come. 


Team photo update 


Bear Report subscribers will receive their 1986 Chica- 
go Bears team photo later this month. The photos will be 
mailed out from the Bear Report office the middle of this 
month. Subscribers should receive the photos by the end 
of the month. 


1987 Schedule 


HOME: Minnesota, Green Bay, Detroit, Tampa Bay, 
New York Giants, Kansas City, New Orleans and Seattle. 

AWAY: Minnesota, Green Bay, Detroit, Tampa Bay, 
Philadelphia, Denver, San Francisco and Los Angeles 
Raiders. 
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Railroad 
Inn 


1816 Lehigh 
GLENVIEW, ILLINOIS 


Family Dining 


Open for Lunch & 

Dinner, Mon.-Sat. 

Entertainment on 
Wed., Fri., Sat. 


(312) 724-9865 


Mention Chicago Bears 


HORSE FARM 
FOR SALE 


38.5 Acres 
¢3-bedroom ranch house 
44 stall barn 124x160 
ewash rack etack rooms 
©2 loafing sheds emachine shed 
(water & electric in all buildings) 
©140'x60' indoor & 100’x200' 

outdoor arenas. 

Roughed-in half mile track. 


Essex-Costello 


Real Estate Co. 
815-459-3066 
CRYSTAL LAKE, ILLINOIS 60014 


-_ ANNOUNCING THE 
OFFICIAL BEARS FAN CLUB 


Being a Bears Fan is . . . being part of a tradition. A true Chicago 
Bears fan has always been there to support their team, win or lose; 
through the long hard struggle to reach the ultimate recognition of 
becoming ‘America’s Team.” Yes, a true Bears fan has always 
been there and always will be. 

This Bears loyalty will be passed on through generations while 
blue and orange courses through our veins on game day. You are 
among the elite; you have stuck by your team to cheer them on to the 
World Championship . . . and they can do it again! 

To recognize your long-standing commitment to the Bears, the 


- Chicago Bears Fan Club has been formed to officially document your 


loyalty and proclaim your fandom. You can be in the front ranks of 
the crowd of dedicated fans who will cheer the Bears on in their drive 
to retain the title of ‘America’s Team” for many years to come. 

This year’s National Club President is Doug Buffone, who is sup- 
ported by a Board of Directors that includes WGN’s Wally Phillips, 
Dick Butkus, Phil Collins, Chet Coppock, Ray Meyer, Brent 
Musburger and Gale Sayers. 

The Chicago Bears Fan Club™ is officially endorsed by the 
Chicago Bears and the NFL. The Bears Fan Club will be offering 
its members many exclusive benefits in the exciting months 
to come. 


Your membership includes: 


e A deluxe full color plastic 
membership card embossed 
with your name and month/ 


year enrolled. 


¢ A personalized 82 
member certificate 


x11 
suitable for 


framing, for office or home. 


OFFICIAL 


Tose 
pouG BUFFONE 
weceanensner AOE 
00 00001 


e The exclusive fine pewter e A Club “mini” pennant. 


official Bears Fan Club lapel pin. we : 
e Recognition on Special Fan 


e Plastic Member key fob. Club Days. 


e A Bears Fan Club bumper e Many Members Only pluses 


sticker. 
e A 2%" Fan Club button. 


e Prestige, honor and long- 
deserved personal pride. 


= Fine Pewter Lape! Pin Button Key Fob 
in 
.-----77 semeepalaire> Print | > ooizeur concn, Monday- 
eee PLEASE CONTACT: Friday, 11:00-3:00; Dinner, 


Join your fellow Bears fans 
today for only $9.95. Send 
your check or money order 
to: Chicago Bears Fan Club 


P.O. Box 9100 


Oak Brook, IL 60522. 


Applications accepted by mail only 


‘ 


Fr. Frank Genevive, 0.F.M. Tuesday-Saturday, 5:00-9:00; 


au “et oi Antony Fo and Brunch, Saturday and Sun- 
'son TROY, NEW YORK 12180 day, 8:00-2:00 
I d 518-273-8622 PLEASE CALL FOR LARGE 
lig PARTY RESERVATIONS 
{ BI Mention the Chicago Bears! 
Ibbins 
hes 
TRAVEL, INC. 
s te 
Johnson 
n Mention Chicago Bears 
an Z 120 South Riverside Plaza 


Suite 1466 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60606 
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Super Bowl 


New York Giants vs. Denver Broncos 


, Sunday, Jan. 25 
The Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, CA 


5 p.m. CST 
_ > 


New York Giants | a : 
Numerical Roster att oe * 


No, Name Pos. Ht = «Wt. Age Yr, College 
2 Raul Allegre ... G K 510 167 2 4 Texas 
5 Sean Landeta » 60 200 2 2 Towson State 
11 PhilSimms........ . OB 63 214 22 8 — Morehead State 
15 Jeff Hostetler... . QB 63 212 26 3 West Virginia 
17 Jeff Rutledge QB 61 195 3 8 Alabama 
20 Joe Morris RB 57 ED ah 5 Syracuse 
22 Lee Rouson ......... RB 64 2220«85 Colorado 
23 Perry Williams ce. 62 203 26 3 North Carolina St 
24° Ottis Anderson RB 62 225 0 8 Miami 
25 Mark Collins cB 5-10 199 23 R Cal St. Fullerton 
27 Herb Welch DB 5-11 180 26 2 UCLA 
30 Tony Galbreath RB 60 228COB Missouri 
34 Elvis Patterson 0B 54 168027 3 Kansas 
43 Terry Kinard Ss 61 200 «284 Clemson 
‘ 44 Maurice Carthon RB 61 225 «26 «2 ~—Arkansas State 
46 Greg Lasker Ss 60 200 23 R Arkansas 
48 Kenny Hill. Ss 60 195 2 6 Yale 
51 Robbie Jones LB 6-2505230: 27.33 Alabama 
52 Pepper Johnson... . LB 63 248 23: RF Ohio State 
53 Harry Carson . oh LB 62 240 34 11 S.Carolina St. 
54 Andy Headen ... : LB 65 242 27 4 Clemson 
55 Gary Reasons, LB 64 234 «= 25 «3s NW Louisiana St. 
56 Lawrence Taylor LB 63 2438 dG North Carolina 
57 Byron Hunt LB 65 242 2 6 SMU 
58 Carl Banks LB 6-4 235 25 3 Michigan St. ; 
59 Brian Johnston c CYS Hine £34) North Carolina 
60 Brad Benson . T 63 270 «32:9 Penn State ’ y 
61 Chris Godfrey G 63 265 2 4 Michigan ¢ = 
63° Karl Nelson... T 66 285 7 3 lowa State 
64 Jim Burt .. NT 61 260 28 6 Miami 
65 Bart Oates c 63 265 28 2 Brigham Young 
66 William Roberts T 65 280 «25 Ohio State 
67 Bill Ard G 63 270 «8G Wake Forest f ne 
68 Damian Johnson T 65 290 24 1 Kansas State 
70 Leonard Marshall DE 63 28564 LSU 
73 John Washington DE 64 275 24 =F Oklahoma St. 
75 George Martin OE 64 255 HO Oregon 
77 Eric Dorsey . . ‘ DE 65 280 23 R Notre Dame 
78 Jerome Sally NT 63 270 8S Missouri 
80 Phil McConkey WR 510 170 30 3 Navy = 
81 Stacy Robinson WR 511 186 24 «2 ~—sON, Dakota St 
84 Zeke Mowatt... s TE 63 240 a7 3 Florida St ” 
87 Solomon Miller.’ WR 64 185 8624 = Utah St. 9 oun 
88 Bobby Johnson. ... WR S11 171-253 Kansas m Ot ee SS 
89 Mark Bavaro TE 64 245 hk Notre Dame x A. w «+4 eel 


HEAD COACH: Bill Parcells 
ASSISTANTS: Bill Belichick (defensive Coordinator), Ron Erhardt (offensive coordinator), Romeo Crennel DENVER \ CORNERBACK POUIS WRIGHT 


(special teams), Len Fontes (secondary), Lamar Leachman (defensive line), Ray Handley (running backs), , 
Fred Hoaglin (offensive line), Pat Hodgson (receivers), Mike Pope (tight ends), Mike Sweatman (defen- 
Sive assistant), Johnny Parker (strength). 


Special to the Bear Report yards for the game-tying touchdown. At the 5:48 mark of 
# icker Rich Karlis made the comeback 
ecting on a 33-yard field goal to give the 
win and an invitation to Super Bowl XX! 
| on Sunday, January 25. 
eatest thrill I've ever had,” added Karlis. 
e that the Giants have been installed as 
vorite against the Broncos in Super Bow! 
ie way New York has been steamrolling 
ie, no foe may be able to even survive a 
n the playing field. 
dy going to beat the Giants,” said 
‘ter Manley. 
it deal of admiration for the Giants and 
in that they’ll beat their opponent in the 
led Redskin head coach Joe Gibbs. 
slide of opinion in favor of the Giants, 
till planning to show up for the game. 
he Giants edged the Broncos 19-16 in 
it Giants Stadium. Denver is looking for- 
itch. 
reat game against the Giants last time,” 
Gerald Willhite. ‘It was one of our best 
have nothing to be ashamed of. They're 
and a great team.” 


Denver Broncos 
Numerical Roster 


No. Name Pos. Ht = «Wt Age Yr. College 

2 Mike Horan P 60 180 27 § Long Beach St 

3 Rich Karlis K 60 18027 5 Cincinnati 

7 John Elway QB 63 21064 Stanford 

8 Gary Kubiak QB 60 192 2 4 Texas A&M 
20 Louis Wright CB 63 200 «3312 San Jose St. 
22° Tony Lilly y 6-0 199 24 3 Florida 

23 Sammy Winder RB 5-11 203 aT 25) S. Mississippi 
31 Mike Harden CB 64 1925 285 7 Michigan 
33 Gene Lang RB 510 196 24 3 Louisiana St. 
35 Ken Bell RB 5:10 190 21° R Boston College 
36 Mark Haynes cB 5-11 19 28 7 Colorado 
43 Steve Foley $ 63 190 8633 ot Tulane 

45 Steve Wilson cB 5410 195 8929 «8 Howard 

47 Gerald Willhite RB 5-10 200 27) 5) San Jose St 
48 Randy Robbins $ 6-2 189-233 Arizona 
49 Dennis Smith Ss 63 200 a) S. California 
50 Jim Ryan LB 6-1 218 29° 8 ~— William & Mary 
52 Ken Woodard LB 61 218) 26) 15) Tuskegee Inst. 
54 Keith Bishop CciG 6-3 265 «29 «8B Baylor 
55 Rick Dennison LB 63 220 2B 5 Colorado St. 
57 Tom Jackson LB 541 2203514 Louisville 
59 Darren Comeaux LB Bl 7227726 35 Arizona St. 
60 Paul Howard G 63 260 36 13 Brigham Young 
61 Andre Townsend DENT 63 265888 Mississippi 
62 Mike Freeman GiC 63 «6256 25 2 Arizona 
64 Bill Bryan c 62 25 31 10 Duke 
69 Tony Colorito NT 65 40 AR S, California 
70 Dave Studdard mY B44 2 WN 8 ‘Veras 

71 Greg Kragen NT 63 245 42 Utah State 
73 Simon Fletcher DE 65 240 oh Houston 

74 Dan Remsberg T 66 275 24 «1 ~~ Abilene Christian 
75 Rulon Jones OE 66 6260 «28 7 Utah State 
76 Ken Lanier i 63 269 «29 «6 Florida St. 
77 Karl Mecklenburg DE/LB 63 4 250 26 4 Minnesota 
78 Winford Hood Ti 63 262 24 3 Georgia 
80 Mark Jackson WR 59 174-23 OR Purdue 
81 Steve Watson WR 6-4 195 29) 8 Temple 
82 Vance Johnson WR Salt! “74 223) 2 Arizona 
84 Clint Sampson WR 5-11 1830 254 San Diego St 
85 Joey Hackett TE 65 267 28st Elon College 
87 Bobby Micho TE 63 240 8 Texas 
88 Clarence Kay TE 6-2 237 HCD Georgia 
89 Orson Mobley TE 65 256 ; 23 = Salem College 
90 Freddie Gilbert DE 6-4 275) 724) 4 Georgia 

98 Ricky Hunley LB 6-2 238 48 Arizona 


HEAD COACH: Dan Reeves 

ASSISTANTS: Marvin Bass, Special Assistant; Joe Collier, Assistant Head Coach/Defense; Kay Dal- 
ton, Special Offensive Assistant; Chan Gailey, Special Teams/Tight Ends; Alex Gibbs, Olfensive Line: 
Stan Jones, Defensive Line; Al Miller Strength/Conditioning; Myre! Moore, Linebackers; Nick Nicolau, 
Running Backs; Mike Shanahan, Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks and Wide Receivers; Charlie West, 
Defensive Backs 


Broncos Offense vs. Giants Defense 

Elway has finally silenced the critics who claim he can’t 
win the big games. His fourth quarter performance against 
the Browns in the AFC Championship Game was nothing 
short of sensational. Elway sent the game into overtime 
by spearheading a 98-yard touchdown drive late in regu- 
lation. He capped the 15-play series with a five-yard touch- 
down pass to Mark Jackson. In overtime, Elway moved 
his team into position so Karlis could attempt the game- 
winning field goal. 

During the regular season, Elway earned a Pro-Bowl 
berth by throwing for 3,485 yards and 19 touchdowns. He 
also led all AFC quarterbacks with 257 yards rushing. 
Against the Browns, he completed 22 of 38 passes for 244 
yards and a touchdown. He also rushed four times for 56 
yards. 

Other key offensive players for Denver include running 
back Sammy Winder, who rushed for 83 yards against 
Cleveland and scored a club-record 14 touchdowns dur- 
ing the regular season; Willhite, whose 64 regular season 
catches led the team; and Jackson, who set a team rookie 
record during the regular season with 722 yards on 37 
receptions. 

New York's defense has been simply awesome during 

Continued Page 8 


New York 


Offense 


88 Bobby Johnson, 80 Phil McConkey 
60 Brad Benson, 66 William Roberts 
67 Billy Ard, 68 Damian Johnson 

65 Bart Oates, 59 Brian Johnson 

61 Chris Godfrey, 68 Damian Johnson 
63 Karl Nelson, 66 William Roberts 
89 Mark Bavaro, 84 Zeke Mowatt 

81 Stacy Robinson, 87 Solomon Miller 
11 Phil Simms, 17 Jeff Rutledge 

20 Joe Morris, 22 Lee Rouson 

44 Maurice Carthon, 24 Ottis Anderson 


Defense 


75 George Martin, 77 Eric Dorsey 

64 Jim Burt, 78 Jerome Sally 

70 Leonard Marshall, 73 John Washington 
58 Carl Banks, 57 Byron Hunt 

55 Gary Reasons, 51 Rebbie Jones 
53 Harry Carson, 52 Pepper Johnson 
56 Lawrence Taylor, 54 Andy Headen 
25 Mark Collins, 34 Elvin Patterson 
23 Perry Williams, 25 Mark Collins 
48 Kenny Hill, 46 Greg Lasker 

43 Terry Kinard, 27 Herb Welch 


DENVER LINEBACKER KARL MECKLENBURG 


Lineups 


Denver 


82 Vance Johnson, 80 Mark Jackson 

70 Dave Studdard, 74 Dan Remsberg 

54 Keith Bishop, 78 Winford Hood 

64 Billy Bryan, 54 Keith Bishop 

60 Paul Howard, 78 Winford Hood 

76 Ken Lanier, 74 Dan Remsberg 

88 Clarence Kay, 89 Orson Mobley 

81 Steve Watson, 84 Clint Sampson 
7 John Elway, 8 Gary Kubiak 

23 Sammy Winder, 35 Ken Bell 

47 Gerald Willhite, 33 Gene Lang 


75 Rulon Jones, 90 Freddie Gilbert 

71 Greg Kragen, 69 Tony Colorito 

61 Andre Townsend, 73 Simon Fletcher 
50 Jim Ryan, 59 Darren Comeaux 

77 Karl Mecklenburg, 55 Rick Dennison 
98 Ricky Hunley, 55 Rick Dennison 

57 Tom Jackson, 52 Ken Woodard 

20 Louis Wright, 45 Steve Wilson 
43:Steve Foley, 22 Tony Lilly 

49 Dennis Smith, 48 Randy Robbins 

31 Mike Harden, 36 Mark Haynes 


Specialists 


2 Raul Allegre 
5 Sean Landeta 
17 Jeff Rutledge, 15 Jeff Hostetler 
65 Bart Oates 
80 Phil McConkey, 25 Mark Collins 
80 Phil McConkey, 87 Solomon Miller 


3 Rich Karlis 

2 Mike Horan 
33 Gene Lang, 35 Ken Bell 
47 Gerald Willhite, 82 Vance Johnson 
54 Keith Bishop, 64 Billy Bryan 

8 Gary Kubiak, 4 Chris Norman 
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GOD TOUCHES MAN... 
MAN TOUCHES OTHERS 


par Seas 


=P 


The Franciscan Friars, for nearly 800 years 
have been instrumental in bringing peace and 
justice to the world. 

Ifyou are interested in our Gospel way of life, 
or would like more information about the 


FRANCISCANS 

of the Province of 
the Immaculate 
Conception 


PLEASE CONTACT: 
Fr, Frank Genevive, O.F.M. 
St. Anthony Friary 
28 State St, — CB 1 
TROY, NEW YORK 12180 
518-273-8622 


EXECUTIVE SERVICE 


“Also Handling 
Super Bowl Packages 


OVER 30 YEARS 
IF TRADITION & CHARM. 


HOMESPUN 


Five Course Dining Featuring Veal, Halibut, 
Tenderloin, Chicken, Crab with Homemade 
Rolls, Salad Dressings & Dessert, Banquet & 
Wedding Parties Welcome! Open Tues. thru 
Sat. Lunch 11:30 to 2 p.m.; Dinner 5:30 to 10 
p.m. Reservations Preferred 

Memes} Mention The Bears! 


L303 091-673-4054 
139 N. 100 W. 
ST. GEORGE, UTAH 


WAILUKU 


2010 Main Street 
WAILUKU, MAUI, HAWAII 


Phone (808) 244-7505 
Open Seven Days a Week. Serv- 
ing Breakfast, Monday-Friday, 
7:30-10:30; Lunch, Monday- 
Friday, 11:00-3:00; Dinner, 
Tuesday-Saturday, 5:00-9:00; 
and Brunch, Saturday and Sun- 
day, 8:00-2:00 
PLEASE CALL FOR LARGE 

PARTY RESERVATIONS 

Mention the Chicago Bears! 


Mention Chicago Bears 


120 South Riverside Plaza 
Suite 1466 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60606 


. 


“er 
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Fencik will 
be back 
next year 


Safety Gary Fencik has been assured by coach Mike 
Ditka that the Bears need him and want him back next 
year. As a result, Fencik will be back in a Bear uniform 
for at least one more year. 

It had been speculated earlier that Fencik may not be 
invited back for another year, but Ditka has said that isn’t 
ye} 


In the last few games of the year Fencik saw less play- 
ing time. He was replaced by Todd Bell in the nickel 
defense. And with some younger players looking for more 
time on the field, it was a possibility the Bears might de- 
cide to go with a youth movement next year and replace 
Fencik. : 

But that won’t be the case. Ditka said it doesn’t look 
to him like Fencik is slower or isn’t playing as well as 
before. 


Bear 
Notebook 


“| watch the films and | don’t see that,” Ditka said. “I 
see him play very good. He’s been excellent. | don’t see 
him going anywhere. | think we need him. 

“‘We could get younger and replace him. But is getting 
younger getting better? | don’t see that right now.” 

After the loss to Washington in the first round of the 
playoffs Ditka and Fencik had a one-on-one talk. Fencik 
told Ditka he wanted to come back and was healthy, and 


_ Ditka told Fencik he wanted him back. 


eTHE MONDAY AFTER the loss to Washington the 
Bears held a team meeting, at which Ditka and Bears 
president Michael McCaskey talked about rededication. 
The players then cleaned out their lockers and left for the 
season. 

Jim McMahon showed up a half hour late for the meet- 
ing, though Ditka and McCaskey both said they weren't 
sure if McMahon knew about the meeting. McMahon and 
McCaskey later had a private meeting. 

eTHE BEARS HAVE SEVEN players whose contracts 
have run out at the end of this season and six players 
whose contracts will be in the option year in 1987. 

The list of free agents include linebacker Brian Cabral, 
safety Shaun Gayle, defensive end Mike Hartenstine, tight 
end Emery Moorehead, running back Walter Payton, 
defensive back Mike Richardson and guard. Tom Thayer. 

The players who will enter the option year of their con- 
tracts include guard Kurt Becker, offensive lineman Andy 
Frederick, fullback Calvin Thomas and receivers Willie 
Gault, Dennis McKinnon and Keith Ortego. 

The only player who has started negotiating with the 
Bears is Payton. 

eONE OF THE GREAT questions about Doug Flutie af- 
ter he signed with the Bears was what his nickname would 
be. 

Well, while in Suwanee, Ga. practicing for the playoffs, 
the Bears came up with one. Introducing Doug ‘“‘Bambi”’ 


Super Bowl 


Continued From Page 6 


the playoffs. Against the Redskins, the Giant defense al- 
lowed only 190 yards, while recording four sacks on Jay 
Schroeder. In two playoff games, the Giants gave up only 
three points. 

“We looked like the Bears out there today,” said 
Lawrence Taylor following the whitewash of the ’Skins. 
“Twas thinking out there about them last year and the way 
they played in the playoffs, shutting everyone out, and 
that’s the way we played today.” 

Taylor isn’t the only Giant who will give the Broncos 
problems. Fellow linebacker Chip Banks, who led the team 
during the regular season with 90 solo tackles, had eight 
solos against the Redskins. The Giants, who finished No. 
2in NFL defense this season, also feature three other Pro 
Bowl representatives: LB Harry Carson, defensive end 
Leonard Marshall (12 sacks) and nose tackle Jim Burt. 


2 
bk 
ha 
bat 
i 
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Coach Mike Ditka has assured Gary Fencik he will have a job with the Bears next season. (Bear Report photo by Steve 


Woltmann) 


Flutie. 

During an interview in Suwanee Ditka had said he 
wouldn’t yell at Flutie because it would be like yelling at 
Bambi. After the interview the Bears started calling him 
that, and a nickname might have been born. 

But Flutie has said he hopes it doesn’t stick. 

eDAN HAMPTON LOST a ruling Jan. 6 by a:Cook 
County judge to rescind the pending suspension ‘of his 
driver’s license for refusing to submit to a sobriety test last 
November. 

Hampton’s license will be suspended on Jan. 19 for fail- 
ing to take a Breathalyzer test Nov. 24 when an Illinois 
state trooper stopped him for suspected drunken driving, 
speeding and weaving on an expressway north of Chicago. 

Under Illinois law anyone refusing to take a Breathalyzer 


Giants Offense vs. Broncos Defense 

Phil Simms didn’t have a great day against the Red- 
skins, completing only seven of 14 passes for 90 yards 
and one touchdown. But brutal wind conditions prevent- 
ed any type of decent passing attack. A week earlier, 
against the 49ers, he set a Giant playoff record with four 
touchdown tosses. 

When the weather is good, Simms usually gets the ball 
to tight end Mark Bavaro (who set a team record during 
the regular season with 66 catches for 1,001 yards), run- 
ning back Tony Galbreath (33 for 268) and wide receivers 
Bobby Johnson (31 for 534, 5 TDs) and Stacy Robinson 
(29 for 494). 

Pro Bowl-bound Joe Morris leads New York’s rushing 
attack. During the regular season he rushed for a club- 
record 1,561 yards, including a team-record eight 100-yard 
games. In the NFC Championship game, Morris racked 
up 87 yards and scored a touchdown on a one-yard run. 

The Giants also have a solid offensive line led by Pro 
Bowl tackle Brad Benson. 

Denver's defense, which recorded two interceptions 


test is subject to an automatic six-month suspension of 
his driver's license. 

Circuit Court Associate Judge Earl! B. Hoffenberg ruled’ 
that the state trooper who stopped Hampton acted 
reasonably when he asked Hampton to take a field test 
and later a Breathalyzer test. 

The ruling doesn’t have any affect on the pending 
drunken driving charge against Hampton. 

Hampton, his wife Terry, and two passengers in the car 
were charged with other misdemeanor offenses after 
Hampton was stopped. Hampton also was charged with 
resisting arrest. Mrs. Hampton and Walter Prewett, 27, of 
Forest City, Ark., were charged with disobeying an officer. 
The other person in the car, Cheryl L. Kussman, 30, was 
charged with possession of open alcohol. 


against Cleveland, features three Pro Bow! players: Ru- 
lon Jones, Kark Mecklenburg and Dennis Smith. Jones 
set a club record during the regular season with 13.5 
sacks. Mecklenburg recorded 127 total tackles and 9.5 
sacks while Smith had 88 total tackles, 12 passes defend- 
ed and one interception. 

Other defensive standouts include Ricky Hunley (164 
total tackles), Mike Harden (six interceptions) and Simon 
Fletcher (5.5 sacks). 

The Special Teams 

Denver placekicker Rich Karlis connected on 20 of 28 
field goals during the regular season, including a 
51-yarder. Mike Horan, the Broncos’ third punter this sea- 
son, averaged 41.1 during the regular season. Willhite 
averaged 11.1 on punt returns while Gene Lang averaged 
22.9 on kickoff returns. 

Giant punter Sean Landeta is going to the Pro Bowl due 
to his league-leading 44.8 average during the regular sea- 
son. Placekicker Raul Allegre connected on 24 of 32 field 
goal attempts. Return specialist Phil McConkey averaged 
7.9 on punt returns and 19.6 on kickoff returns. 


"85 season 
is finally 
behind Bears 


4 


ft ended abruptly, so shockingly that the Prudential 
Building left its lights saying ‘‘No. 1” long after the vic- 
torious Washington Redskins had returned home. The 
long season had suddenly turned into a longer-than- 
planned offseason. The Bears had ample time to mull over 
the various theories for why they not only didn’t repeat 
as champions, but didn’t even win a playoff game. 

The obvious feason was thelr irjury at quarterback. 
“They're not as good as they were last year,’’ Redskin 
center Joe Bostic said. “Jim McMahon made a big 
difference.” 

\t would have been a different season with McMahon. 
The Bears had to try to win a Super Bowl with a young 
back-up quarterback. But they were virtually without inju- 
ries elsewhere. And the defense seemed to like working 
without the net of a reliable passing game. Without 


challenges, the defense always seemed to feel the game 
was no more interesting than the sound of one pad 
popping. 

Against a playoff team, though, things got too interest- 
ing. The Redskins’ offense was good enough to make the 
Bears’ terrifying blitzes blow up in theis faces twice for 
touchdown passes. It was good enough to run for a touch- 
down for the first time in nine Bear games. It was good 
enough to lose only one turnover for the first time in 10 
Bear games. 

“They're not as scary as they were last year,”’ Bostic 
said of the Bears’ defense. ‘‘They’re more sound. They 
still create pressure, but not as much.” 

in short, they were human. With the Bears’ offense, 
that’s not good enough. 

Great as it was all year, the defense wasn’t enough to 
overcome an offense that couldn’t get on the scoreboard 
without a ladder and paint brush. 

Great as it was, the defense couldn't overcome the mis- 
takes of a quarterback making his second NFL start. Doug 
Flutie made several remarkable plays on athletic ability, 
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Now that the Bears won’t be the defending Super Bowl champions next year teams won’t key on them like they did this 
year. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


but all his spunk and will couldn’t keep him from being 
the little engine that couldn’t. McMahon, who had boost- 
ed the more-experienced Steve Fuller, indulged in appar- 
ent sideline laughter as the Redskins reduced him to a 
fourth-grade math whiz trying his hand at integral calculus. 


Defense couldn’t overcome turnovers 

Great as it was, the defense couldn't overcome the 
offense’s four turnovers. The Redskins turned them into 
17 points. 

“You can fumble the ball 20 times and maybe come 
back against a good Detroit team,”’ linebacker Mike Sin- 
gletary said. ‘Once you're in the playoffs, you can’t do 
that. Maybe once or twice, but even then you're lucky to 
overcome it. You’ve got to play flawless football. We 
didn’t.”” 

Maybe the Bears could have won without McMahon if 
they had tuned up for the playoffs against more Washing- 
tons and fewer Detroits. They played five regular season 
games against teams that finished with winning records. 
Only two were in the last 11 weeks, and the Bears lost 
them both. 

“With our schedule, we've been battle-tested,’’ Redskin 
quarterback Jay Schroeder said. 

“T bet they wouldn’t be 14-2 with the schedule we 
played,” Bostic said. 

That was one problem. The other was that they just wore 
out. 

They withstood the pressure of an extra-long training 
camp. They withstood the pressure of 16 weeks against 
teams who thought it was the playoffs. They withstood the 
pressure of snow-capped expectations from their coach 
and themselves. They even withstood the pressure on their 
defense to overcome turnovers and baseball-sized scores. 
But after all that, the Bears flamed out in the playoffs and 
crashed under a trail of smoke. 

They had stopped teams after turnovers at their own 
26-yard line all year. They had stopped teams long be- 
fore they drove 83 yards. But when the time came to do 
those things against Washington, the defense reached into 
its emotional reservoir and came up empty. 

“Maybe we are tired mentally,” coach Mike Ditka said. 
“Maybe all of us are.” 

He hadn’t thought so. He said the week’s practices went 
well. But the faces Bear players showed reporters that last 
week were tired ones. 

Maybe they were tight. Maybe they were bored. Maybe 
they were relieved and overly relaxed after 16 weeks of 
tuning up. Whatever, they seemed tired of reporters, tired 
of being judged by incredible 1985 standards, maybe even 
tired of football. 

“1 thought we didn’t have as much fun this year,” Dit- 
ka said. The absence of fun was more noticeable than the 
absence of McMahon. 

“We became a little strained at times, and that | didn’t 
like,” Ditka continued. “I really think if you’re doing some- 
thing, you ought to have a little bit of fun doing it. | thought 


there were times when there was too much analyzing of 
my decisions instead of sitting back and enjoying it, say- 
ing, ‘Hey, this ain’t a bad deal.’ 

“Because it’s not. Football is fun. You've got to enjoy 
it. When | feel that people don’t enjoy it, and it’s a drudg- 
ery to come here in the morning, then | wonder. If we had 
to go out and work in the mill, like my dad did — this is 
not work. This is fun. It’s a game and it’s fun and we're 
well-paid.” 


Continued Page 11 


NFL Licensed 
This 23" x 35” fine-art 
fm poster has been beautifully 
" produced in duo-tone inks 
| whichartistically capture 
» McMaion at his best. 


$6°° per poster 


Send CHECK or MONEY ORDER to: 
SPORTS 2000, INC. 
P.0. Box 6618 
Washington, DC 20009 


Name. 
Address 
City 

State 


THE : 
Tim Wrightman Sho 
Reilly’s Daughter 


441th & Pulaski (in the Ranch Manor Shopping Center) 
Oaklawn, Illinois 423-1188 

EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT AT 8:30 P.M. 
Meet Tim Wrightman and a different 
Chicago Bear each week. 


Present this ad for $1.00 off on our 
Famous Bear Brunch each Sunday 
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 


sponsored in part by 


Anheuser-Busch 
Homewood Beverage Company 
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What will 
Perkins say 
about NFL? 


New Tampa Bay coach Ray Perkins once said he was 
disillusioned with professional football, so he left the New 
York Giants for Alabama. Now he says he doesn’t like the 
recruiting aspect of college football. So he’s back in the 
NFL. What will he say next? 

He might start by showing Bucs’ fans how wrong they 
were in a reader poll where they named him a distant third 
as their preference for the deposed Leeman Bennett’s suc- 
cessor. 

Perkins got only six votes in the voting conducted by 
the St. Petersburg Times. Former Bucs assistant Wayne 
Fontes was second with 38. Former USFL Tampa Bay 
Bandit coach Steve Spurrier led with 418. 

“I guess it’s just not really my place to say anything,” 
Spurrier said after Perkins’ hiring. “‘If | do, | might say 
something uncharacteristic.’’ Sources say Perkins was 
tired of the fact that, at Alabama, a coach is only as good 
as his last win over Auburn. Meanwhile, Bennett hasn’t 
surfaced publicly since the press conference at which 
Bucs’ owner Hugh Culverhouse praised him effusively be- 
fore announcing his firing. 


By 
Brian 
Hewitt pe Z 
NFL Notebook 


The word in Tampa is Perkins will have more power in 
the operations end of the franchise than Bennett. Bennett, 
for instance, supposedly didn’t want to draft Auburn run- 
ning back Bo Jackson last spring. Culverhouse did. The 
Bucs subsequently lost Jackson to baseball. 

Bennett will draw three more years of salary from the 
Bucs at an estimated $200,000 to $250,000 per. 

Several Giants who played for Perkins are still in New 
York. One, linebacker Harry Carson, said, ‘‘He doesn’t 
take any B.S. With Ray, it’s do it my way, or hit the 
highway.”’ 

Added a Giant assistant who asked not to be named, 
“I think Ray will straighten it out down there. They (the 
Bucs) don’t have much of an organization. 

Tampa Bay is 48-116-1 in the franchise’s 11 years. 


IT’S NEVER OVER TIL: 

The similarities between the first 1986 meetings of the 
opponents in the two first-round Sunday playoff games 
were almost spooky. 

Denver beat New England 27-20 in Week Four after trail- 
ing 13-3 at the half. The Giants defeated the 49ers 21-17 
in Week 13 after trailing 17-0 at halftime. 

The 49ers held all-Pro Giant running back Joe Morris 
to 14 yards in 13 carries. But it was at the expense of their 
Pass rush. “‘| think we thought in the previous game that 
Joe Morris was their team,” said San Francisco linebacker 
Riki Ellison. ‘‘| thought if we stopped Joe Morris we would 
win the game just like if you stop (Ram) Eric Dickerson 
you win the game.” 

“It was the worst | ever felt after a football game,” said 
49er defensive coordinator George Seifert. ‘Even though 
| wasn’t drinking, | felt hung over.” 

In the first Denver-New England game, Bronco quarter- 
back John Elway was six of 18 for 48 yards and one inter- 
ception in the first half. But after intermission Denver 
switched to a two tight end offense and ran over the Patri- 
ots. Running back Sammy Winder finished with 92 yards 
rushing. Elway was 11 of 15 in the second half. 


COLOR OF MONEY: 

Three years ago Denver coach Dan Reeves attempted 
to motivate his players with money before their wild-card 
game against Seattle. 

Specifically, he stacked $64,000 in small bills on a desk 
and paraded his players through the team’s executive 
Offices for a look. (Super Bowl winners take home $64,000 
in playoff money.) 

But the Broncos lost 31-7. 

“I_don’t have enough money to do that this year,” 
Reeves said. 


The Giants’ Mark Bavaro will look to make an eyen bigger name for himself when New York goes against Denver in Super 


Bowl XXI on Jan. 25. 


BAIN’S EXISTENCE: 

Prior to his team’s playoff loss to Denver Patriot offen- 
sive lineman Bill Bain was referring to himself as the NFL’s 
“good luck charm.” 

Four teams Bain played for this year — the Rams, the 
Chiefs, the Jets and the Patriots — all made the playoffs. 

Bain points out the three teams that cut him only quali- 
fied as wild cards. His latest team, New England, won its 
division — the AFC East. 
CARDINAL SINS: 

After only one season St. Louis coach Gene Stallings 
is feuding with Cardinal owner Bill Bidwill. 

“He (Stallings) has an ego,” Bidwell said recently. 
“Everyone makes mistakes. Even Gene Stallings. I’m sure 
they come as a shock to him. Discipline — the thing we 
needed most — he (Stallings) is very, very good at. But 
he’s bullheaded about some other things and we'll have 
to fight that.” ; 

The Cardinals were 4-11-1 this season, their worst 
record in 27 years. In the season opener the Cardinals 
trailed the Rams 16-10 with 18 seconds to play when Stall- 
ings ordered a running play on third-and-one at the Rams’ 
4. 

Running back Stump Mitchell gained three yards and 
made a first down. But the clock ran out because St. Louis 
didn’t have any more timeouts. Stallings later said he 
thought the clock stopped to move the chains for a first 
down. S 

That’s a college rule. 

“That's a very interesting call,’’ Bidwill said. 

“There's going to be pressure next year,’’ Stalling says, 
“that’s for sure.” 


¢ 
25% Off Regular Room Rate 
Jan. 11-June 6 


Double occupancy, children under 18 free in parent’s room. Rate sub- 
ject to 10% tax. Two night minimum. Enjoy a beautiful Wisconsin 
winter on Lake Winnebago or break the chill with our great facilities: 
Indoor heated pool & whirlpool open 24 hours ®Two fine restaurants 
Live entertainment on weekends *Nearby factory outlet stores 


414-233-1980 1000 Pioneer Dr. 
P.O. Box 2626 


In Wis. 800-242-0372 Box 262 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54903 
The Pioneer Inn 


RAPMASTER RONNIE: : 

Ram guard Dennis Harrah had this to say about the four 
minute, 40 second play stoppage needed to examine an 
instant replay in Washington's 19-7 wild-card victory over 
the Rams: 

“What is it that takes so long? Are they calling the White 
House? Are they calling old, Ronnie to make the call? He 
has to ask 12 guys anyway.”” 


NOTES AND QUOTES: Cleveland offensive coordina- 
tor Linde Infante on talk he will be Atlanta’s next head 
coach: “This has all kind of caught me off balance. I’m 
flattered that anyone would even throw my name into the 
ring. But any comment right now would be premature.” 
Said Browns’ owner Art Modell: ‘| would be appalled if 
anyone called me right now.” * 


“BEARS ALL PRO CRUISE" 


DAN MIKE ie 
HAMPTON SINGLETARY 
OTIS DAVE 
WILSON DUERSON 


eFt. Lauderdale eSt. Croix 
eSt. Thomas on eNassau 


FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 7, 1987 
COSTA RIVIERA, CARIBBEAN CRUISE 


CRUISING ITALIAN STYLES” 


Discussions and highlight films by Dan Hampton, Otis 
Wilson, Mike Singletary and Dave Duerson. Hosted by 
former Bears player Revie Sorey. 

e Souvenir Football per Cabin 

°Round trip Airfare to Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 

eFull Casino including Craps and Baccarat 

First Class Accommodations 

Transfers between Airport and Ship 

eThree Outdoor Jacuzzis 

Private Party with Bear Players 

eEntertainment 

All Meals on Board 
eOnboard Activities 
eAil Port Taxes 

Inside Cabin for a low: $1,296.00 per person; 
basedion double occupancy 
Outside Cabin from alow: $1,446.00 per person; 

based on double occupancy 

For further information regarding the ‘“BEARS ALL PRO CRUISE,” 

please write or call: 

JOE ANTIMURO 

The Travel Agency, Inc. 

300 West Washington Street, Suite 1006, Chicago, Illinois 60606 

(312) 853-1073 


January 24, 1987 Chicago Bear Report 11 


| 
Bear Report Letters 


1271 W. Dundee Rd. 
Box 89E 
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 


BEAR REPORT weicomes all Letters to the Editor. Due 
to space limitations, it may be necessary to shorten let- 


ters to fill the space available. BEAR REPORT does not 
necessarily agree with the views stated in the letters we 
receive. Unsigned letters will not be printed. 


Tapes could help Perry 


Dear Editor, 

| don't mean to be tactless or funny but it’s obvious the Fridge 
is overweight. Normally it would be a touchy subject but the 
Fridge’s size and weight have been well publicized. I'm a mild 
football fan but have ties to Chicago. | think the Fridge should 


try using subliminal tapes to Curb his appetite and reduce his 
weight. 

Honestly, it has worked for my family, and | originally thought 
it was a crackpot scheme. It took me from my 230 weight down 
to a comfy 200. The Fridge is built rather largely as it is and | 
think he could look pretty good and feel pretty good if he gets 
down to a weight he’s more comfortable living at. 

All he would have to do is listen to the tape once a day while 
he could be doing something else. The Fridge could become a 
lean mean bulldozing machine with much more quickness. 

Ray Yoder 
Berne, IN 


Looking For Team Photo 


Dear Editor, 

When | took out my subscription to the Bear Report the sub- 
scription blank stated that | would receive a Chicago Bear team 
photo. 

| have not received the team photo yet. Would you please look 
into this matter? 

| have really enjoyed your paper! Living in Oklahoma | don’t 
get much information about the Bears. Your paper is great! 

Rick Parker 
Yukon, Oklahoma 

Editor’s note: There has been a delay in printing the photos, but 

they are being done now. You should receive your photo shortly. 


Pullman Wine 

& Liquor and 

Italian Cheese 
Co. 


‘4 


SPAVONE’S 
RISTORANTE 


ttalian Cuisine, Casual Dining. Carryouts, Salad 
Bars at Lunch, Children’s menu, Banquet fa- 
cilities for 90, Tony sings to customers during 
the evening! Rated “Excellent” by Don Rose, 
“Chicago Sun-Times.” Monday-Thursday 11 
a.m.-10:30 p.m.; Friday 11 am.-11:30 p.m. 
Saturday 4 p.m.-11:30 p.m.; Sunday 2 
p.m.-9:30 p.m. Reservations Recommended. 
Please Call 
312-529-3154 
266 W. Lake St. 
1 Mile West of Bloomingdale Rd. 
on Lake St., Route #20 
BLOOMINGDALE, ILLINOIS 


{talian deli meats, cheeses, and 
salads. Mega-heroes, made with 
their best, run about $7 per ft. 
Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun. 9 
a.m.-9 p.m. 

312-785-6527 


905 E. 115th St. 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


ax =e HGR AS: 


THE NEW 


APARTMENT The Other Place 
LOUNGE A great big fancy bar is the 


second-best feature of this 
restaurant-lounge. The best fea- 
ture is the live music played on 
weekends within a few feet of 
wherever you might be sitting. 
Various Chicago jazz bands star 
here: some nights the range of 
music runs from jazz to crossover 
pop — but whatever it is, the 
evening sparkles. People come 
dressed any way they like, jeans, 
spangled dresses — whatever. 

Live Jazz Nightly. House: Daily 1 


Hours: Daily, noon-4 a.m., Sat. ‘til 5 a.m. 

This is a cozy neighborhood club which 
offers live jazz entertainment in a congenial at- 
mosphere for the over-thirty crowd. The after- 
work happy hour is pouplar with merchants and 
Office workers in the area and itis a lovely place 
to enjoy your after-dinner drink. Arthur Prysock 
and other entertainers sing in the Red Enter- 
tainment Room adjoining the bar. Prysock 
usually gives 7 or 8 performances here 
whenever he comes to Chicago. Organist Jim- 
my McGriff appears once or twice a year, and 
Von Freeman and his jazz band play every 
Monday and Tuesday night. Sets are longer 
and drinks are cheaper here than at most 
downtown clubs, Call for entertainment 


schedules. p.m.-4 a.m. 
NO CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED! Lee eal? 
: a. ee CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60619 


adventura travel 


2256 north clark street/chicago 248-6100 
414 orleans plaza/chicago — opening soon 
1800 sherman avenue/evanston — opening soon 


broadway travel 


3030 north broadway/chicago 525-4200 


blue skies travel 


635 chicago avenue/evanston 475-3200 
INCENTIVES 


CORPORATE 
Female-owned-and-operated 


VACATION 


adventura travel 


Onib 


SUN RAY MOTEL 


aad Restaurant 


MOTOR HOTEL 


“Your Neighbor” 
Big Screen T.V. in Lounge - 162 Beau- 


Swimming Pool 
*Color T.V. - AIC 
eLarge Clean Rooms 
Good Firm Beds 


tiful Rooms - 6 Meeting Rooms - 4 Ban- 
quet Rooms - Full Service Restaurant 
- Lounge - Qutdoor Heated Pool 
“We're not just less, We're Better!” 


poem al 
219-931-0900 
4000 Calumet Ave. (Exit 5 on 1-90) 


20 Minutes from Downtown Chicago 
HAMMOND, INDIANA 46327 


Reasonable Rates 
Visa - MasterCard - Diner's Club 

813-635-4386 
Restaurant 

813-635-4393 

1760 U.S. Hwy. 27 S. 
At Sun Bay Homes. 

FROSTPROOF, FLORIDA 


Gilani Automotive 


Best Deal. Towing & Road Service. Specializ- 
ing in Foreign Car Repairs - body - Painting - 
Mechanical - Welding - Electrical - Fuel Injec- 
tion - Expert Service on Domestics. Tune-Ups: 
4.cyl., $35; 6 cyl., $45; 8 cyl. $55. Transmis- 
sion Tune-up, $39.95 — including parts and 
labor (most cars). Brakes (Bendix Brakes): 
Front Brakes, $29; Rear Brakes, $39; Front and 
Rear, $65 — including parts and labor (most 
cars). Winterize Your Car: Radiator Flushing, 
$18.50; Cleaning, Adjusting, Toning Carbure- 
tors, $25 — including parts and labor (most 
cars). Carburetors: Re-build, $75 — including 
parts and labor (most cars); Transmission: Re- 
Builds, $325 (6 mo. guarantee including parts 
and labor (most cars). Clutch Replacement In- 
cludes Parts and Labor, $175 — most foreign 
cars, one day service. 


f FREE OIL CHANGE” 
“With coupon & above service, Expires I 


1 
SS —— s 


342-8882 


1743 N. Damen Ave. 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60647 


yO. 


f 


GROUPS 


SS Se 


RUNNERS, CYCLISTS, WALKERS! 
LISTEN TO THE MUSIC 
AND STILL HEAR TRAFFIC. 


INTRODUCING THE STEREO VEST! 


S 49 9 ° PLUS $3 SHIPPING 


e Waterproof Shell For Warmth 

e Waterproof Speakers Built-In 

eSafe To use — No Headphones 

eJust Plug In Your Personal Stereo, Radio Not Included 
Machine Washable 


Lamb 


Continued From Page 9 


Magic came from something subtle 

Ditka said he had tried to retrieve whatever had made 
it fun in 1985, that glorious joyride to Camelot. William Per- 
ty? Going undefeated? McMahon? Maybe, Ditka said, it 
was something more subile. 

“I think the main thing we tried to do last year was just 
to play as hard as we could and not worry about some 
of the bitty things,” he said. ‘‘But the more I’m in the game, 
| think you have to worry about certain things. You have 
to worry about guys that don’t come on time to meetings. 

“| hate to be a stickter and fine people, but to me there 
are certain things that are very important. It only takes one 
play or one guy doing something wrong to really cost you 
something big.” 

So Ditka got stricter. He got more businesslike. As a 
result, he said, “‘Maybe the players took a more business- 
like approach and it wasn’t as much fun. Maybe I'll ana- 
lyze my approach. | don’t know.” 

Then what? Trade in the coat and tie for a clown suit 
and seltzer bottle on the sideline? Play charades at team 
meetings? No. Ditka has to be Ditka. 

“1 don’t think you’re going to see me ranting and rav- 
ing very much anymore,” he said, but he’s said that be- 
fore. If it actually happened, players would start feeling 
his forehead and calling the doctor. 

Ditka rode the players hard this season, probably too 
hard. He was unhappy with their imperfections when they 
were 6-0. He pumped more air into the pressure cooker. 

Riding the players was how he got them to the Super 
Bowl in the first place. But it didn’t get them back there. 

Ditka had high expectations for this team. So did every- 
one else. High expectations are to fun what coyotes are 
to chicken farms. Ask any kid who has outgrown toys at 
Christmas. : 

When a legendary coach retires, candidates to succeed 
him often say they’d rather succeed his successor. It turns 
out the same thing is true of legendary seasons. 

The Redskins put this successor season out of its mis- 
ery. It’s over. The Bears have six months to regenerate. 
They can comfort themselves with the thought that if last 
season couldn’t be repeated, neither can this season. 


‘To Order Call; 
202-223-0310 


Washington, D.C. 
Washington, D.C. 
ORDERS SHIPPED WITHIN 48 HRS., VISA, 


1-800-322-0320 
.LUNNG (ce 
MASTERCARD, AM. EXPRESS ACCEPTED 


Nationwide 
J ENDURANCE SPORES 


> 
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Holiday Villas 
lll Resort Apts 


Directly on the Gulf of Mexico - 
Heated Pool - Cable TV - Fully 
Furnished - 1 & 2 Bedroom Units 
- Vacation Rentals 


LITTLE 
INDONESIA 
| RESTAURANT 


sat» Exclusive Indonesian Dining * 
Beer - Wine - Open 7 Days. Sun.-Thurs. 7:00 
a.m.-9:30 p.m.; Fri. 7:00 a.m.-10:30 p.m.; Sat. 
7:00 a.m.-10:30 p.m. Breakfast, Luncheon Spe- 


pears ED ‘ials, Dinner 
lention " 
18610 Gulf Bivd, 612-784-4626 (Hs) 


=e Mention Chicago Bears (<3) 
8197 University Ave. NE & 
‘SPRING LAKE PARK, MINNESOTA 


INDIAN SHORES, FLORIDA 


(Mandarin, 
Szechwan) 


Extensive Menu: Lobster, Crabmeat, Orange 
Beef, Chicken in a Bird's Nest, Two-Flavored 
Shrimp. Liquor. Handicapped Accessible. 
Reservations on Weekends. Expensive- 


Tele Deli 


Breakfast - Lunch - After Ski - Sandwiches - 
Omelettes - We Specialize in Catering Parties 
- Open Year Around, Hours: Spring, Summer, 
Fall 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; Winter 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m. 
801-677-2258 os 
Brian Head Mall steel 
Mention The Bears 
BRIAN HEAD, UTAH 


Moderate. Sun.-Thurs. 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m; Fri 
& Sat. 11:30 a.m.-11 p.m. American Express, 
MasterCard & Visa. Meals are well paced. Des- 
serts include apple or banana fritters. 
824-2256 


Mention Chicago Bears 
9000 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
NILES, ILLINOIS 


EI Criollo 
Argentinian 
Restaurant 


Steaks. Also Serving Mexican & Puerto Rican 
Cuisine. Beefy Argentine favorites are best bets 
at this festive place. For intriguing Puerto Ri- 
can food, try pan fried chicken with garlic and 
spices. Chunky Guacamole. Invite overin- 
dulgence. 
OPEN MON.-THURS. 
312-549-3373 
1706 W. Fullerton 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
Mention the Bears 


Tae Fu Chinese 
Mandarin Restaurant 


Chinese, Mandarin. Decorated like a Chinese 
palace: everything from the ceiling to the chairs 
has been imported from China. Casual. Sun. 
Th. 11 am-10 p.m.; FS, 11 am-11 p.m 
Reservations accepted. Carryouts, han- 
dicapped accessible. Private parties to 30. 
Most major credit cards honored. 

312-832-2269 

Mention Chicago Bears 

312 East Saint Charles Road 
VILLA PARK, ILLINOIS 


JAMAICAN EATERY 
NEW — JERK CHICKEN! 
and RED SNAPPER Fresh Daily 
Come and enjoy fine Jamaican cuisine at af- 
fordable prices! Check our daily specials. Open 
Daily 10 2m.-10 p.m. Closed Sundays. Take- 
Out Available on Request. 
312-274-5854 
Mention Chicago Bears 
7651 N. Paulina 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


SUMMIT LAKE 
LODGE 


Fine Dining & Cocktail 
With a Glacier View 
«Restaurant ¢Cocktail Lounge 
*Rooms Gifts eGas AV Gas 
FLY-IN FISHING AVAILABLE 
CONFERENCE FACILITIES 
t Open 365 Days 
Summer and Winter Recreation. 
907-822-3969 
Mi, 195 Richardson Hwy. 
PAXSON, ALASKA 99737 
Mention C.B. 


ELKHORN LAKE SHOOTING PARK 
4 4146 Klopfenstein Road 
BUCYRUS, OHIO 44820 
= A 419-562-6131 


ALTERNATIVE! 
to the PELEE ISLAND PHEASANT HUNT 
Fly-In Parties Will be Picked Up 
at Bucyrus Airport 
For Parties of 6 to 10 People 120-200 
Pheasants Released (Most on Request) Most 
Parties Should Bag 80 to 90% of Release, 
Rates: Friday & Saturday, 8 or more only. Ar- 
tive Fri., 9-10 o'clock. Hunt - Lunch - Hunt = 
Holiday Inn Dinner, Sat., Breakfast - Holiday 
Inn - Hunt 1-2 o'clock - Lunch - Depart. Cost: 
$250 per man. Lunches, dogs & guides fur- 
nished. (welcome to use your own dog), Clean- 


ing Extra - Holiday Inn and Meals not included. 
Any two weekdays, $240 per man, 6 or more. 
Your Party will be the ONLY Hunters on the 
Grounds! Mallard Ducks and Quail Also 
Available. 
Call for Reservations at: 
419-562-6131 or eves, 


419-562-1471 
Deposit Required 


Elkhorn Lake Hunt 
Club 


4146 Klopfenstein Rd, 
BUCYRUS, OHIO 44820 
INDIVIDUAL AND CORPORATE 
MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE a 


Because You Don't Always 
Wear Flannel. .. 
Treat yourselt to this exclusive offering by Janet 
Connors, a duck enthusiast herself: Handeratt- 
ed cufflinks and tie tack in solid 14K gold, in 
handsome suede boxes. 
The cufflinks. ...$429.95 The tie-tack... $1895 
Shipping and handling included. Also availa- 
ble in 18k gold. (California residents, please 
add 6% sales tax.) 
Available Only Through 


Fine Jewelry, Ltd. 


California Plaza Executive Suite 309 
1001 “B’ Avenue 
CORONADO, CA'92118 
619-437-4281 
Prices Subject To Change 


